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Chair Report
Well it was a busy summer.
Festival wise, we had a good new one at Felixstowe, then a fantastic
second year at Loughton Jessel Green, followed by a very lucrative
Royston Festival. The two festivals in September, Layer Marney and
Wick Park were more laid back but very enjoyable nevertheless.
Amongst these I also managed to attend both Walmer and Capstone
courtesy of the Kent Kite Fliers, and Hunstanton where I managed to
spend quite a lot of money with the lovely Mannie on new kites!
The new banners we purchased along with the club polo shirts gave
us a real presence at these events and I think that we can safely say
that we as a club are the mainstay of these festivals now that other
clubs appear to be either no longer in existence, or cutting back on
their festival attendances.
Daphne.
Tit Bits from the National press
Readers of Kite Wings will know that from time to time I find a kite
related story. Well, the following was published in the Sun a couple
of weeks ago and to give you an idea of what's coming up, the piece
is entitled - Let’s go fry a kite.
It seems a boy and his mum risked being electrocuted when trying
to pull a tangled kite free from the wires of a 33.000 volt pylon route
(and what do we tell the children when we run a kite workshop?)
The boy, ten, and his mother survived only because they were both
wearing rubber wellingtons which stopped the current earthing
through them. Mum, Stacey, of Stockport, Greater Manchester, apparently said later: “It didn’t cross my mind that the
line might be live.” A
spokesperson for SP Energy
Networks later said that the
pair, holidaying near Bangor, North Wales, were incredibly lucky” to still be
alive.
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Secretary Report
We have had a good year regarding both new members and fund raising efforts. Our membership secretary will report on the figures later in
this issue, but I must thank Daphne, our Chair for managing to sell every kite we took to Royston and walking away with over £150 in profits for
the club funds on that single day alone. To date we have handed to
Maurice, your Treasurer £300 in kite sales and attendance fees for this
season.
Just a reminder that the Polo shirts that made us stand out so well at
the festivals this year are available to order at £20 each. I am also minded to have some blue fleeces with the club badge made for the winter
months. Please let me know if you would be interested.
Included in this magazine is a report from one of our new members,
John Usher, who has very kindly volunteered to try and make sense of
the CAA regulations (or lack of them) with respect to kite flying. Since
the incident in Kent with a helicopter and fighter kites flying at high altitudes, please be especially aware of the height restrictions in place.
With a report that the CAA are looking for a high profile prosecution to
highlight the problem, please, don’t be the one to give them that opportunity!
Events for next year are still in some flux, but I am happy to confirm that
the Felixstowe Festival will be on the 20th of May 2018 and the Hunstanton Festival will be on the 19th of August. I am also in correspondence with the Stow Maries Great War Aerodrome Trust who wish to hold
a kite festival sometime in 2018 as part of their RAF centenary celebrations.
Frank.

Information for our newer members OR existing members who
may not know.
We still have EKG blazer badges in stock, see illustration to the
left. They are 8 cm. in diameter and look good, not only on a
blazer but on a body warmer, baseball cap or anything that you
wear that will accept a sewing needle.
And the price — well you have to ask don’t you? £3.50
Go on, treat yourself, or get someone to treat you and show that
you are proud to be a member of EKG.
Please contact Vernon (mem. Secy) by the usual means .
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Papalote is Kite in Mexico
By Isabel Saunders
I would like to add to this edition of the magazine a
little bit of the history of the “papalote” (kite in Spanish) and how it seemed it arrived to Mexico, where I
am from.
In Mexico a kite is called “papalote”. This word has
its origin from the nahuatl (ancient indian dialect,
still used by few in Mexico); Papalote means butterfly. It’s pronunciation: IPA(key): /paːˈpaloːt͡ɬ/

It is not very clear, but it seems the first papalotes
arrived to what is called now Mexico in XVII, through
the trading with Asia by the Spanish galleons crossing the Pacific Ocean.
In Mexico the papalotes are found in a wide variety
of shapes, but almost all geometric.
Kites had been popular with children in so many cultures, but sadly, now a day this beautiful activity is
losing interest between the new generations.
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Loughton - Jessel Green
I have a confession to make.
I do not know a lot about kites.
Despite being the secretary of the EKG, my knowledge of
kites and kite flying is limited. Having got that out of the
way let me tell you the story of our presence at the Jessel
Green Fun Day in Loughton.
As some of you are aware, the venue of Jessel Green has
a lot going for it. There is a fair bit of flying room, but what
makes it an excellent site is that it sits on the top of a hill.
The Green is surrounded by houses but none of them obstruct the wind. This has the advantage of both the public
being able to see our kites from a great distance and the
fact that many people are drawn from
the surrounding
dwellings to come
and have a look at
what we are up to.

This year, due to previous commitments, our Kite Building
team could not attend the event and provide a workshop at
the bottom of the hill where all the other events associated
with this festival were being staged. This deficiency was
mitigated by the fact that we had kites for sale at the top of
the hill. And boy, did we sell some!
They say that you always learn a lot after the first visit to a
new show and this was true here. We set up the club shelter and kite sale tent just over the top of the rise with the
new club banners,
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along with individuals banners on the
crest of the hill with
the kites tethered
just in front. From
below this made the
skyline look a bit like
a Kandinsky painting. It also had the
advantage of hiding
our vehicles from below and allowed us easy and secure access to all our kit.
As last year, toilet facilities necessitated a trip down the hill to
the pub where the live music was playing and a long walk back
up afterwards. I did have a word with one of the organisers and
maybe we will have a Portaloo at the top next year!
Weather was good and the wind generally also so. But you
know kite fliers, they are like farmers, the weather is never ideal :)
Funniest moment of the day was provided by one of our junior
members, who placed a piece of laundry on the kite line and
looked with some dismay as it majestically sailed upwards to the
kite with no way of retrieving it without recovering the entire rig
(no tether…) We all learn our lessons one way or another.
All said and done, I believe it was a great day which both we
and the public both
enjoyed.
A big thank you to all
those that attended
and to Loughton
Council for organising the event and
continuing to invite
us.
Frank.
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1st Draft - 2017-09-20 - John Usher

Dear EKG members,
Frank has been looking for a victim - sorry, ‘volunteer’...’ to assist with regulatory issues
which have been presented to him by the authorities for action and I have - perhaps foolishly
as a ‘newbie’ to the club and a late returnee to kite flying - stood up to the plate.
I have tried my best, but there is of course vast experience in the EKG, so if anyone has any
corrections or clarifications or requires more information, I am more than happy to take them
and seek further guidance. You can contact me on jonnyu1@gmail.com or 07773 639 829
I’ve also included some broader areas of guidance for consideration.

In UK and european law, a kite is legally an ‘Unmanned (no sexism intended…) Aircraft’ - as
a ‘Tethered Device’ - and subject to relevant legislation and additional guidance by various
stakeholders, e.g.:
Civil Aviation Authority (CAA)
European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA)
British Kite Flyers Association (BKFA)
EKG and other kite group guidance
Local Regulations - e.g. Council Byelaws
Other?
Unenforced existing legislation, changing legislation and two incidents in the last year or so
between kite lines and aircraft have resulted in the authorities insisting on stricter compliance
with the rules. We are advised that the CAA is looking for prosecutions for infringements to
focus minds, so we do need to take this seriously.
Unfortunately, the law is complex and often unclear, leaving kiteflyers to show that we have
acted ‘reasonably’ in trying to work within it.
The safety of those on the ground, those in the air and their property is a key consideration in
the continuance of kite flying in the UK - which is not a given - and we all need to do our part
to ensure that we can continue to enjoy the sport.

EKG RESPONSIBILITIES
The EKG will advise members via any available channel of legal requirements, best practice,
group requirements and changes in any of these as they arise.
EKG can only be responsible for its members, and then only during events, but members
found to have breached the law or good practice when flying outside group events could, ultimately, be asked to leave the group
EKG encourages members to politely challenge other members if their flying practices may
not be of the best.
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The law and best practice of kite flying is not generally well known by members of the public,
nor well presented to them in simple, unambiguous terms by the regulators. EKG encourages
members to politely advise any member of the public who is engaging in illegal or unsafe
practices of the existence of the rules.
The EKG will - where it can - support the authorities and/or event organisers in detecting anyone who is deliberately breaking the laws and best practice of kite flying.

WHERE AND HOW HIGH CAN YOU FLY A KITE?
Hmmm... - not simple!
Below 60 metres height (not line length), any time, day or night, anywhere outside
'Controlled Airspace’, in ‘Visual Meteorological Conditions’ (clear of cloud and 5km visibility, if you can judge the latter…), within the rules of the landowner (e.g. local authority), and behaving reasonably with respect to others.
How do you ensure you are outside? Basically, you need to be 2.5 nautical miles ( generally taken as 3 miles or 5 kilometres) from the ‘Air Traffic Zone’ (ATZ) of the nearest
‘Registered Aerodrome’. Ask the nearest aerodrome if you are uncertain.
EKG arranged sites (all currently below 60m height limit) are all checked by an EKG Committee Member for aerodrome proximity and conformance with BKFA Guidelines and
agreed with owners - members need do nothing.
Festival Sites - It is the organiser’s responsibility to ensure CAA compliance and arrange
height 'Permissions' (if any) for flying above 60m. EKG can advise the organisers.
Inside an ATZ, Below 30 metres, during operating hours, in VMC, with express permission
of the aerodrome operator - but probably not a wise thing to do, and not recommended
HOW CAN YOU TELL HOW HIGH A KITE IS?
Not easy, as you all know - line length is not a reliable measure, kites generally don’t fly vertically above the flyer.
There seems to be little simple, lightweight technology suitable to fit on a kite readily available to help with this - that leaves basic trigonometry, or, for an event, perhaps have a ‘Height
Reference Kite’ at an event above which no-one should fly?
BKFA informally suggest that an attached line length which is a moderate percentage greater
than the height limit would be considered 'reasonable' if challenged (e.g. 100m line on 60m
height limit, but not a 150m line) - perhaps similar to the police not generally prosecuting for
80mph on a motorway - but that cannot be relied upon legally.
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KITE LINE MARKERS

CAA standard kite height marker streamers for flight ONLY above 60m (not below, not line
length) - are MANDATORY (and have been since 2005 - or even before!) but few, if any flyers have ever adopted them. This requirement should now be clearly stated in any CAA height
'Permission' issued to an event organiser. Yes, this applies even if the kite is carrying large
‘Line Laundry’ which would clearly mark the presence of the line.
HOWEVER - the size/shape of mandatory streamers and their positioning on the line is ambiguous and open to interpretation!:
Tubular streamers attached to the string which are not less than 40 centimetres in diameter
and 2 metres in length, marked with alternate bands of red and white which are 50 centimetres wide, at intervals of not more than 200 metres measured from the lowest part of
the kite - However, 200m is greater than most likely Permissions (500ft)

OR:
Flat streamers not less than 80 centimetres long and 30 centimetres wide at their widest
point, marked with alternate bands of red and white which are 10 centimetres wide, at intervals of not more than 100 metres measured from the lowest part of the kite. The smaller streamer specified could be interpreted to mean parallel-sided or triangular pennant - it is ambiguous.
SO WHAT EXACTLY DOES THIS MEAN? WHERE IS FIRST (OR ONLY) STREAMER TO BE POSITIONED?
They could legally be flown at the bottom of the line at the stated height interval (100m or
200m) and be barely visible, which somewhat defeats the intent to increase line visibility to aircraft! The line light position requirement for night flying (5m-10m below the lowest point of
the kite) might be a pragmatic option, but this is up to the flyer’s best judgement.
Such streamers are not currently readily available commercially (despite having been required
for a decade or more). Raindrop Kites - http://www.raindropkites.co.uk/ - can make to order;
Andrew Beattie - http://www.tug.com/ - may be producing them in future. You may have other
suppliers. Or make your own!
One interpretation of this could be is that if a kite couldn't lift the weight of the minimum size
streamer, don't fly it over 60m…
Also note the BKFA Code of Conduct: http://www.bkfa.org.uk/files/BKFA_CoC.pdf - this specifically recommends that, for safety purposes:
'...You should mark your flying line to make it easy to see...'
It does not state that this should be height dependent, or how, but it implies ALL lines. How
that should be done is not stated, and how practical that is, however, debatable. I suspect that is
an issue for the EKG to consider - it is not mandatory.
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NIGHT KITE FLYING

Unrestricted below 60m, in VMC, no line or ground lighting required
Above 60 metres - on a CAA 'Permission' (but ‘Permission’ unlikely to be granted, so probably
academic!), with approved line marker and wind-directional ground lights
However, there is no obvious way to certify line or ground lights comply with the regulations, and compliant-certified lights do not seem to be available commercially. There is no
indication whether the ground rules allow more than one kite in the lit area, and what to do if
the wind changes...
If a CAA ‘Permission’ was granted for night flight above 150m, additional lighting requirements might be imposed.
General LED kite illuminations are not regulated by the CAA or EASA, nor covered by the
BKFA Code of Conduct. ‘Reasonableness’ needs to be adopted.
KITE LINES
The CAA perceived problem is potential line clashes with low flying aircraft - especially rotorcraft - on 'Tethered Devices', which may not break and cause a hazard to the aircraft, its occupants and those on the ground.
Lines are not specifically regulated by CAA or EASA (e.g. material, length, strength, weight) those are issues for the kite flying community - only kite height.
There is limited advice in the current BKFA Code of Conduct - http://www.bkfa.org.uk/files/
BKFA_CoC.pdf
Possibly an issue for the EKG to consider - e.g. agreed line types and strengths?
KITE LINES AND POWER LINE SAFETY
See UK Power Networks - http://www.ukpowernetworks.co.uk/internet/en/safety/ - however, the
guidance is not specific to kite flying.

HOW HEAVY CAN A KITE BE?

Frankly, at the moment - and possibly for the foreseeable future, this is all VERY unclear! The
BKFA are continuing to consult with the CAA on this area, and EKG will advise if anything
changes.
'Maximum Certified Take Off Mass' (MTOM)’ weight less than 2kg - only general kite
controls apply. Carry on as normal.
MTOM greater than 2kg - the rules are VERY unclear, and the practical impact on kite flyers
is likely to be academic.

11

MTOM 2kg-150kg - probably best to assume that this includes anything on any one line, such as
kites in train, Line Laundry (even if that could be flown independently and doesn’t rely on a lifting kite), etc. but this is not
Anything above 150kg cannot legally be defined as a kite - even if clearly it physically is a kite!
SO, JUST HOW DOES THAT AFFECT SOMEONE WITH A KITE OVER 2KG?
Basically, it is considered to be an aircraft under CAA regulation, but a kite can't be given a Certificate
of Airworthiness (CofA), nor can it be registered or carry a registration mark (e.g G-XXXX)
SO:
No lifting or towing - does that include tails? Line Laundry? kites in train?
No man lifting
No parachuting from a kite (but can’t parachute from a kite if no man lifting...),
No dropping of objects (inc. parachuting teddies and sweets!) without an 'Aerial Application Certificate' (if relevant)
No carriage of fireworks
Mandatory reporting of Occurrences (but see BKFA Code of Conduct for reporting within the kiting community), Bird Strikes etc. to CAA (but CAA probably wouldn't want to know)
CAA access to the kite and site for inspection
Furnish reports to CAA; Certificates, Authorisations, Approvals & Permissions;
'Competent Authority' (for Airworthiness - the kite manufacturer?)
Do kite flyers/event organisers have to apply for a CAA 'Permission' to fly kites >2kg?
Feedback from those who fly large/heavy kites would be valuable in looking at this issue.

WEATHER
Only fly kites in ‘Visual Meteorological Conditions’ (VMC)
LIABILITY AND INSURANCE
EKG insurance covers members during group events - it does not provide cover for ‘Extreme’ kiting
during such events. Members should arrange their own cover for such activities.
EKG can arrange BKFA insurance cover, chargeable separately to members, for flying outside group
events,
SAFETY
See BKFA Code of Conduct - http://www.bkfa.org.uk/files/BKFA_CoC.pdf

I hope this helps - feel free to feed back.
Regards
John Usher
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A few more pictures from Jessel Green
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World Records
Overview
The AKA Kite Records Committee will document and authenticate kite records submitted to the committee by anyone. (A filing fee is required for non-AKA members) Our goal is twofold: to give the kiting community a easily accessable list of
current kite records and to act as an information group that can assist kitefliers who
plan to attempt a kite record. The Committee will give fliers accurate, sensible and
safe criteria for kite record attempts, and a clear, simple and fair method to document
record attempts.
Records will be documented in the categories listed on the following pages and according to the criteria determined by the committee. The initial record categories are
not the only ones the committee will consider. The Committee will consider new categories and accomplishments as they are presented. The AKA acknowledges kite activities around the world may exceed the records listed. We will begin with the documented efforts reported to us by our members and those which satisfy the criteria
identified by the committee.
History and Background
Since the demise of the publication, Kite Lines, the kiting community has been without an organization that tracks kite world record attempts, sets criteria, verifies and
lista kite record attempts. The Guinness Book of World Records currently recognizes
four categories of kiteflying records. The Guinness people expand and reduce the
amount of printed kite records according to public interest and space available in
their book.
For example, Football is listed on twelve pages of the current Guinness Record Book.
Football fans can access other books and publications that contain literally thousands
of pages of statistics and records. Obviously, the interest in football records far exceed the information in the Guinness Book, just as the interest in kite world records
will also exceed the four categories of kite records listed in the Book. The kite community, as a sport, needs its’ own list of records and statistics, and therefore, a committee to track and record. AKA is the organization that will accept that responsibility.
The AKA Kite Records Committee will not be reinventing the wheel. Many current
kite records were verified by earlier criteria and documented with a system that was
fair and accurate. It would be unfair to current record holders and to the fliers who
are in the process of setting records to alter previously established criteria. The AKA
Kite Records Committee will honor the past records, and also identify the current and
future records and record holders.
The kite world records committee will expand the criteria and refine the verification
process, while authenticating and verifying the current records. The verification process will need to evolve, just as the hobby and sport of kiteflying has grown and
evolved. The committee will include new categories for records as new and different
types of kites emerge. The committee will strive to update criteria
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and verification methods as science evolves and provides advanced technology to verify and document kite records more accurately.
Definitions & General Rules For A Kite Record Attempt
A kite is defined as a tethered aerodyne deriving all its lift from ambient
winds and unassisted by any “booster” such as a rocket, balloon, gas, motor,
electricity, explosives or other applied devices.
All kites used in any claim for a record must fly. Flight is defined as being airborne at an angle of at least 15 degrees above the horizontal to an altitude
above the ground for at least the length of the kite and for a time period of at
least two minutes. These factors interrelate and a kite achieving only minimum in each factor puts the claim at risk of being denied.
All kites used in a claim for a record must be retrieved.
All kite records must be set either within the limitations of any applicable prevailing laws or with permission of the authorities to perform outside such limitations.
All kite record efforts must be made in conformance with recognized safe flying practices as appropriate to the effort.
For most categories, for a record to be considered as an increase over past
records, the increase must be in significant increments (suggested 5% increase). There should be no doubt that a new record surpasses a previous
record.
Current Recognized Kite Record Categories
Altitude by a Single Kite
Altitude by a Train of Kites
Duration of Kite Flight Outdoors by a team/individual
Duration of Kite Flight Indoors by a team/individual
Most Kites Flown on One Line
Largest Kite Flown (Square area only! Type of kite or number of flying lines
is not considered)
Smallest Kite Flown
Greatest Weight Lifted by a Kite
Longest Kite Tail
First Kite Flown in a specific location (i.e., North Pole, Mt. Everest, etc.)
Most Participants at a Kite Event
Most Kites Flown at a Kite Event
Kite Flown in Most Extreme Weather (i.e., Hottest, Coldest, Strongest winds,
etc.)
Most Nations in which kites have been flown by an Individual
Most Dual Line/Quad Line Sport Kites flown. (Specific brands of kites will not
be considered)
(Note: Original references – Kite Lines Vol.3 #3 © 1980)

How about Essex Kite Group trying for a Record!!!
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The day I found myself part of a whole new kite family....
My mum and dad decided that it would be nice to go to Hainault Park to fly some
kites. When we got there we saw 2 other guys flying some rather snazzy kites. We
flew ours a little way away from them, and had a fun few hours.
As we were leaving we went to say hello to the snazzy kite guys. We discovered
their names were Courtney and Keith, and we quickly realised that Courtney is utterly bonkers but a really lovely
man and Keith is the quieter of the
pair (or so we thought at the time).
They told us about EKG and we
found out that even though we
don't live in Essex we could still
join the club. As soon as we got
home, Dad excitedly signed us all
up as members.
A few days later Dad heard back
from the club and we were now fully fledged members of EKG.
Going to the first Club Meeting made us realised there is a whole big world of kites
out there, and we had only just touched the edge of it...we have a lot to learn.
I enjoy flying the 1.8m 2 line parachute kite the most, and my record for loop the
loops is 11- thanks to Mark giving me some really helpful tips! I'm determined to
beat that soon though, if the wind at the meetings
remembers to come along as well. Whoever is in
charge of booking the wind has not been doing a
very good job recently! Dad's favourite kite is his 4
line parachute kite, although it does pull him
around a bit...and Mum's is a mini octopus kite
that's really basic. (she hasn't quite got the bug as
bad as we have yet!)
It has been really great to be flying at club meetings
because quite a few of the other members have given me advice on how to fly my kites better, and I
can do loads more now than I could before we
joined the club.
One of the funniest memories of EKG I have is
from a club meet on an old airfield, and there was
hardly any wind at all. This meant that a lot of the
time the older members of EKG were all sat on
their camping chairs chatting with their kites just
set down on the ground. Suddenly a rare gust of
wind came and everyone jumped up and ran to their
kites. I've never seen anyone get out of a camping
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chair so quickly, yet a whole line of men
shot up and ran across the grass! I wish
I'd been able to video it as I'd have
earned £200 on You've Been Framed as
it was that funny!
We have been to quite a few of the different locations for the meetings, and
they've all been good in their own way.
Our favourite though is Hainault because the wind has been the most helpful
there!
At one place - I think it was LoughtonDad was really happy that he got both
his 3d pirate ship kite and the Jolly Roger kite flying at the same time. He was
even acting like a pirate for a while.
Dads can be soooo embarrassing sometimes.
Since we have joined we have bought
quite a few more kites in various styles,
including a Walrus* shaped kite which
Keith is rather partial to.

What I really like about the club is that it doesn't
matter what kind of kite you have, how expensive or cheap your kite was, or what shop you
bought it from, everyone is just happy that you
are there flying something.
Everyone has been really nice, even to me - and
I'm obviously much younger than most of the
people there. I would like to say a special thanks
to Courtney as he has really taken the time to
look after us, and even got everyone to sing happy birthday to me for my 12th birthday.
By Poppy.
*It's an Elephant.
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Dunstable
Kite
Festival

July 2017

Well, it is that time again. Whilst many of our members are going to the seaside and
other places to fly their kites, the Read family, that’s me and the Missus, prefer to
drive a short distance up the A5 to Dunstable.
Now, in my previous reports on this particular Festival, I have referred to it as
“International” insomuch that we were treated to spectacular arena displays by visitors from Belgium and
Germany. I am not sure where they came from, but last
year there was also a display of
Vietnamese “singing” kites. Also, in absence this
year was the drone Company demonstrating exactly what a commercial drone can
do. However, this year there was nothing of the kind except for one Chinese dragon
kite having a test fly, and deciding that the prevailing winds were too strong for such
a very delicate kite. But not to worry, there were other attractions.
Among the static displays was a contingent from the Bedford Fire and Rescue service who brought with them a fully equipped fire engine, a Mitsubishi Warrior first
response vehicle and a BMW 1200cc motorcycle that, even with the extra weight of
siren, radio and flashing beacons was apparently still capable of 140 mph. I don’t
think I could drive at
that speed on four
wheels, let alone two.
Of course, yours truly
couldn’t resist the obligatory visit to Skybums, and would you
believe it, I am now
the proud owner of
three new kites.
And so to the “arena”. During the day, we were treated to some
magnificent displays by such famous
kiting names as — the Flying Squad with a multi
revolution display, Team Spectrum and Flying Fish.
However, something new to me was a demonstration
of what looked like a
Revolution with the middle filled in. In fact I
would go so far as to
say it was more manoeuvrable after seeing

it fly at high speed in a
horizontal plane and
then stop dead in an
instant. But for me, the
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strangest kites were a train of metallic foil diamond kites. As I understand it from the ringmaster, a kite enthusiast noticed that a flower shop
was closing and was told that the wrapping foil
used in flower bouquets was going in a skip. That
said, it was recovered
before going into the
skip and from it came
a number of different
coloured foil diamond
kites which shone
brightly during the
short spells of sunshine.
Now, there is something to be said about
monochrome (that’s
black and white) kites.
You either love them
or prefer to have one
in all colours of the
rainbow. I guess these
monochrome ”boys”
must have been a club
because there were
quite a number of
them in the air at one
time. Some just looked
like long black and
white sheets but once
again the ringmaster came to our rescue by telling us that
only the top quarter was kite, and the rest was tail. But
the most fascinating of them all was a tall very narrow
kite in a sort of Celtic knot design. This
particular one
was flying solo but there were six other Celtic knot
designs with long white tails rather reminiscent of a flowtail kite and these appeared
to be flying in train. When asked by the ringmaster how long they took to make, we
were just told — a long time.
And so, after a long and tiring day, the London Gliding Club had put their “toys” to
bed and traders were starting to reflect on the day’s event, we decided there was
just time to bid our farewells to Skybums on our way to the car promising, as always
to return in July next year.
Vernon Mem. Secy.
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EKG Meetings October 2017 to May 2018
DATE

VENUE

8th October 2017

One Sky One World - Hylands Park, Chelmsford.

22nd October 2017
3rd November

POSTCODE

Thorndon Country Park (South).

CM2 8WQ
CM13 3LL

Possible Night Fly - North Weald - Details to follow. CM16 6AA

5th November 2017

Hornchurch Country Park.

RM12 6TS

19th November 2017

Hylands Park, Chelmsford.

CM2 8WQ

3rd December 2017

EKG Christmas Party - Wick Country Park.

SS12 9GP

17th December 2017

Hainault Country Park.

IG7 4QW

1st January 2018

New Years Day Fly - Hylands Park, Chelmsford.

CM2 8WQ

14th January 2018

Thorndon Country Park (South).

CM13 3LL

28th January 2018

Hainault Country Park.

IG7 4QW

11th February 2018

Hylands Park, Chelmsford.

CM2 8WQ

25th February 2018

Thorndon Country Park (South)

CM13 3LL

11th March 2018

EKG AGM - Wick Country Park.

SS12 9GP

25th March 2018

Hainault Country Park.

IG7 4QW

8th April 2018

Cudmore Grove.

CO5 8UE

22nd April 2018

Hornchurch Country Park.

RM12 6TS

6th May 2018

Cressing Temple Barns.

CM77 8PD

20th May 2018

Felixstowe Kite Festival.

IP11 7RE
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