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EDITORIAL aka Is this the end of Essex Kite Group?
I have thought long and hard before putting pen to paper and finally came to the decision that the
following has to be said, if only to get members thinking.
So the AGM could not find a member to take over the Secretary's post, therefore we have no Secretary.
This is obviously borne out by the fact that we have no scheduled meetings after 1st January 2020. We
therefore won't need any third party insurance next year which will help the funds as so many members
want.
But, as you will read in the next few pages, following the demise of our dear friend and Treasurer
Maurice, we now have no treasurer. It was recently pointed out to me that a Secretary is more important
than a Treasurer. This may be true (?) but we have a member who is already wanting payment for the
floral tribute that was bought on behalf of EKG for Maurice and by the time this publication is printed and
distributed I will need to recover my printing and postage costs. On the subject of printing, it seems that
the printer that Harry was using has finally "died" and his company are not going to replace it but I have
done a very good deal with a small print company that I have personally used before. I have had quotes
for 8 and 12 page issues in colour, and unless I write it all myself, there probably won't be more than 8
pages. Not only that but an 8 page A4 magazine can be folded, put in an A5 envelope and be posted at
standard letter rate, more money saved.
On the further subject of the magazine, I am often told, unless I don't understand the conversation, that
we don't need a magazine because it is all on the EKG website. My reply to this is as always, before you
can put the magazine on-line, YOU HAVE TO HAVE A MAGAZINE!! Follow this up with the fact that,
although they may be getting fewer, not every member has a PC or has time to wait for a PC to boot up
just to find the location of the next meeting. Also, let us not forget our "armchair members" (no
disrespect intended) who for one reason or another are unable to come to meetings but want to be kept
up to date with what is happening. We have something like 35 paid up members (see membership
update) but rarely do we get more than half a dozen members at meetings.
Now, with Harry's printer dying and nobody currently submitting articles, you will see from the front
cover that the magazine has come back to me and so, in conclusion I can but say that if you want a
magazine then you will have to help me. No matter how long or short the text is, adding a couple of
photos will enhance it and add interest to the piece. So please think about putting fingers on keyboards
and give me something to publish.

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE
I don't know if this is good news or bad but our current membership sits at 38 paid up members. I am not
sure if I should blame GDPR (General Data Protection Regulations) for this because I had to take my
home details from the back of your membership cards. But, on the other hand, when I sent out the
reminder slips, I did include my address, and of course, as stated at the AGM, I have now put my address
on the back of your membership cards. So for all paid up members, there is no excuse for failing to renew
your membership.
Membership recruitment has been slow over the last few months although I am getting hundreds of false
(scam) applications via the EKG website from: Latvia, Namibia, Italy, Spain etc. but the interesting thing
is they all have E-mail addresses ending in ".ru", I leave you to guess where ".ru" is.
However, we do have two new members, see page 2, so on behalf of EKG, may I welcome James Guess
(no, it's not a competition, that is the gentleman's real surname). Living in the heart of London, well a
postcode of SE1, I am not sure how often we are going to see this gent, but I am sure that we will see
him around and about.

Front cover, photo credits, clockwise from top left:
Vernon's personal tribute to the RAF; A unique monotone Flook made originally for a textile
exhibition; Ernie's pig and polar bear ground display at Harrington; A Raindrop kites Lion Flook
getting a suntan; and centre ... the floral tributes on the occasion of Maurice's funeral.

Hello members, please help your "club". We need a Secretary.
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Maurice Tooke 1933 - 2019
It is with deep regret and much sadness that the passing on
the 8th July of our treasurer Maurice has to be reported.
Due to his career in banking, Maurice had been our
treasurer since I can't remember when. A very active
member who was always ready to assist in any way he
could, be it members with their first kite or running
children's kite workshops, not only running them but making
the hardboard line winders at home.
A number of years ago, Maurice had a spinal operation
which went horribly wrong leaving him unable to drive and
walking at first with two sticks and later with a walking frame.
However, not to be put off by this set back, Glenda (his wife who passed away in 2014) took over the
driving seat and would drive them to meetings where he would do his best to fly his favourite blue delta
with the orange fringe. In fact it was one day at Thorndon Park on a
warm sunny afternoon that Maurice pointed out to me that his kite
was caught in a thermal. The kite was parallel the ground, the line
was slack and the kite was going round in circles, rising and taking
line from the reel. After a couple of minutes, I pointed out that
Stapleford airfield was just over the other side of the M25. "Whoops"
said Maurice and quickly began retrieving the kite. Latterly Maurice
bought an electric mobility scooter which helped him maintain a
certain amount of independence and used it to go to the Post Office,
paper shop, chemist and occasionally the local café for lunch.
It hope that I can speak for every member in the group when I say that it has been a pleasure knowing
Maurice and we can but hope that the new treasurer, whoever that may be will be as dedicated as he
has been. R.I.P. ... Vernon

Maurice Tooke - A tribute from our Chairman
It is with sadness that I write these few words about our Treasurer of
some forty years and my dear friend for many of those years. I first had
the pleasure of meeting Maurice on a very wet afternoon in late
December at my first kite group Christmas party held in the car park at
Hylands Park. He came to my car and gave me a Christmas card, which
was to be the start of a long and lasting friendship. It is he who
introduced me to the pleasures of kite making for children.
At the meeting following Maurice's passing (14th July) held in Hainault
Park, his daughter and family came and flew one of his kites right next
to mine. This resulted in a tangle and his broke away and I thought as it
drifted to the heavens what a wonderful way to say goodbye to a great
friend. I know we shall all miss him. ... Colin
It is also with regret that I have to report the passing of another of our little known kite workshop
volunteers Harry Hammond. Harry was a superb woodworker, his garage converted into the
most comprehensive workshop. He had bandsaws, drills, planers a woodworking lathe, in fact you
name it and Harry had it. Harry had a number of years suffering with a mobility problem and finally
passed away in his sleep. However the name of Hammond is still among us for his wife Mrs. Joan
Hammond asked to join the group and was I gave her Harry's old membership number of 288. I hope we
will see the lady and her family at Hylands Pk. at sometime in the future.

Vernon ... Membership Secretary
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From the top two obits., it can be seen that we also need a new treasurer

EKG, Our Club
Hello to all club members, this is a short article to discuss some thoughts that I am sure we have all
had going through our minds recently regarding our EKG club.
Our club has not recently been a club that takes part in festivals, we used to a few years ago. We
were invited to Peterborough and Great Ouse. We are in fact currently a flying club and not a display
club. Individuals do go to various festivals in the UK but individually and not as part of the club. Over
the years there has been some attempts to change the ethos of the club to promote kite displays but
without much joy as the purchase of larger inflatables (which are needed for displays at festivals) did
not take off. We are not known as a display club and therefore are not invited to many festivals unlike
many other UK clubs.
We are the oldest kite club in the UK with a membership of 50 plus but we do not see many of them,
a large majority of members just like to fly and enjoy their kites. We do not arrange any trips like other
clubs and we do not go to festivals as a group with a good display of larger kites as other clubs do
and we do not attract as many active new members as we would like quite simply because you do
not need a club to enjoy your kites. If there is not the attraction of participating in festivals or going on
trips as a group you can fly your kite in your local park.
There is always a lot of politics within clubs and ours is no exception and currently the club is
somewhat unstable as we have no Club Secretary and therefore we are all unsure what the future
brings and no one seems to be advising members of the next steps.
The club magazine is another point in question, it is getting thinner, does the membership have
nothing to say or have we lost interest? I submitted an article that was not printed in the spring edition
(**).There was only a brief mention of the matter it related to which was safety when flying alone.
Whether you fly alone or in a group it is important to remain safe and speaking to many fellow flyers
many of them feel the same. At our AGM I was rather disappointed at the attitude and responses
when I brought up my experience last year at Hainault. It is an important subject in the times we are
going through now and is a very serious concern to me and should be to all of us but keep enjoying
your kiting and don’t be afraid, just be aware!
So fellow members, what are we going to do? How do we move forward? What next? We need to
discuss and share thoughts and ideas on the way forward for EKG club.
Thank you for reading and I hope we can generate some ideas and discussions ... Courtney

(**) As the now resurrected Editor, I can say that I did not receive the article. Had I done so, then I would
certainly have published, so apologies Courtney for this omission ... Vernon

Maurice, A note from Jane
I am writing in the Kite Group Magazine as this is the end of an era for my
family. I have spent many a weekend during my childhood going to the kite
meetings, no matter what the weather and I will always have special
memories of the kite group.
I know how much the kite group meant to both my Mum and Dad and how
they both valued the Friendships that have grown over the years. I also know
how much my Dad enjoyed being Group Treasurer for over forty years This was a role that my
Dad really enjoyed, this is a role he never would have wanted to give up.
My Dad Maurice joined the Kite Group when I was around eight or nine years old, I can remember
my Dad started talking to someone at Thorndon Country Park about kiting and it grew on from
there.
I have fond memories of my Mum and Dad planning and making kites at home, for days and weeks
and it was a real feeling of achievement and delight when the kite flew.
As the kite group grew, they got involved with running kite workshops. Both my Mum and Dad
really enjoyed this and in particular my Dad once said to me “There is no better sight than seeing a
child with a kite.”
The kite workshops were a real cottage industry with many members contributing towards the
preparation of the kites in kit form, ready for the children on the weekend. These days were fun for
everyone. (Continued on page 7)

EKG blazer badges still available @ £3.50 - Contact Vernon
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Bedford International Kite Festival 1st June 2019
Well, as can be seen from the vehicle registrations, this event, like
Dunstable used to be was truly an International affair.
But, let us for a moment compare the journeys to these events. Dunstable
never was a problem, simply a case of finding the old Roman road that
used to be called the A5, now the A5183 and we were there. Driving to
Bedford, for me anyway was a different story. Starting with the A414 and
A10, it was quickly onto the A602, A603, A1(M) and the drive through
Stevenage (another roundabout alley) really was something else. Note:
really must find an alternative route next year.
Anyway, we arrived at the park just in time to see the motorcade leave on
its tour around the town.
That said, we followed the rest of the public into the park proper where we
were surprised at how small the grassed area was. Not only that but it
was surrounded by trees and buildings which didn't help the wind, what
there was of it, so to speak. We also felt that with the number of food
outlets there were, you would have thought that this was a food festival.
But we weren't here for the food but the kites and my favourite stall
Skybums where, with anticipation, I was to
collect my new kite, the RAF 100 Ohashi.
Looking skyward. a very large red, white and blue Flowform had caught the
wind and was "sitting" in the sky just above the trees, and nearby, we see a
traditional Roller. But I have to say that my main
fascination since first seeing them at Dunstable
were the Vietnamese singing kites. Over the
last couple of years, I have searched "high &
low", well every corner of the Internet anyway,
and it wasn't until I met and talked to the team leader, I found out why they
were nowhere to be found. He told me that everything was hand made and
made from natural materials, i.e. no GRP or carbon fibre. All the bamboo
used is sourced from the same plant. The leading edge spar is taken from the
sunny side of the plant because it is of a larger diameter and harder than that
from the shady part of the plant which is thinner and more flexible and is used
for the trailing edge. The flutes, also hand
made and also coming from the same plant
are "tuned" by using various diameters of
bamboo. The sail designs are wonderful and
are mostly of oriental origin. He showed me
one of his collection which had been signed by
the Sultan of Brunei, how's that for
International? And so, after a very interesting
and informative chat with this fine gent, he
offered to make me one, and the price ... £1500. Needless to say, I had to
decline the offer, we shook hands and carried on our way.
Of course, the other kites in the air were many and variable, a large Rok
with a kingfisher design, a large number of Roks in the air at the same time
belonging to the Vietnamese crew and carrying out some sort of ceremony
to the sound of a large traditional drum, doubtless also hand made.
On our way round the show, we recognised a large Delta kite carrying a
fringe made up of small triangular pieces of ripstop. Yes, you guessed it, it
was our Ernie showing off his skills as best he could bearing in mind the
weather conditions and the site.
There is an expression ... Doesn't time fly when you are having fun. Well, it
is true and it was soon time to say goodbye to Bedford, for this year at least, and make our way home, this
time via a fairly quiet M1.

Was this a kite festival or food fair?
Vernon & Margaret
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2 x Important committee member vacancies.

Loughton fun day 30th June
Our day (Margaret and myself) started well when we found a parking
space on the road near the gazebo allocated to us. The weather was
fine but the wind was a bit up and down. Everyone was busy setting
up their events, bouncy castle, coffee stall, tombola etc., a real "hive"
of activity. We were equally busy arranging signs and putting together
my exhibition kites. Since there was only the two of us, I had made a
number of kites at home leaving the children to decorate them on site
Our stall at 10 o'clock all ready after which, we attached the line and gave them a quick chat on how
for opening time at midday
to fly a kite.
For those who don't know, Jessel Green is a large grassy area on two
levels in the middle if Debden. The high level is above the roofs of the
surrounding houses and this is where our members were showing off
their kites and flying skills whereas we were on the lower level among
all the other activities. The show opened on the dot of midday and it
wasn't long before we had our first customers. As the day got into full
swing we were introduced to the Loughton lady mayor, Stella Murphy. We meet the lady Mayor, Stella
Murphy.

This event, for us (EKG) seems to have become one of the
principle events of the year. The EKG flyers, on top of the hill,
above everything around and in pure air have commented that
it is the best site they have flown on. At the bottom of the hill, we
enjoy the day meeting lots of different folk and their children.
Not only that but we are under a huge Ash (I think) tree so in the
There were many charity stalls along the
bottom of the hill, all of them doing a hot sunny weather, as this day was, we were in the shade.
roaring trade, as indeed we were at this There was one amusing happening when we were approached
time.
by an oriental teenager who enquired if our display kites were
for sale when he thought that they too were the price (£2) of the kiddy kites.
And so, all good things must come to an end and as things started winding down, we too started
packing up during which time we sold another couple of kites. I managed to sneak the car onto the
field and all our leftovers were packed in it. We managed to find Lorraine the event organiser who
was very busy marshalling the various items into their various transports, Council, private hire etc.
We thanked her for our invite and she hoped we would be able to do it again next year (a forgone
conclusion I would have thought).
So, once home and after a bite to eat, we removed the float from the cash box and found that the
days takings just got into three figures.

Vernon & Margaret

Please Ladies & Gents, would someone like to be Secretary or Treasurer?
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Bognor Regis Kite Festival 24th – 26th August
This is a relatively new festival, it has only been going for five
years but during that time it has become a top class event! This
festival shows that there is a lot of kiting talent in the UK, it also
shows what a lot of clubs can do when they get together to put
A nice looking on an array of fantastic, diverse displays. We still have a lot of
Canard
UK clubs flourishing out there and this event brought them
together. This needs to happen more often.
Bognor kite festival shows that a lot of the public, especially locals and holiday makers love these
events, it was by far one of the best UK kite festivals this
year. Okay mother nature stepped in and we could have
benefited from more wind but that didn’t prevent various
flyers from showing off their creations, there were some
amazing inflatables including Pegasus, Manta rays,
Octopus, diver, sharks, teddy bear and dragons to name
but a few and many other kites as well, deltas, box kites,
roks, lifters…. wow! There were so many!
The night fly on Saturday was amazing with around 30
illuminated kites with LED displays plus an illuminated
diver and Trilobite.
The public certainly enjoyed the displays by Flying Fish and Nasaman (Keith) who displayed his
wings in the arena under difficult conditions but he managed a good, entertaining display! Plus the
teddy bear drop and the public were able to come and talk to the kite flyers and see the various kites
on display.
The various clubs that attended and took
part were Brighton Kite Flyers, Kent Kite
Flyers, Bognor Regis Kite Flyers, Bristol
Flyers and Essex Kite Group (banners
included)?

A Trilobite, so
often seen at
kite festivals

As a festival it had everything, good
company, meeting new kite flyers and
renewing old friendships. There was a full
program on all 3 days, lots of stalls
surrounding the arena including crafts,
local community, Tombola, sand craft,
food, beverages and of course the beer
tent.
Looking forward to the next Bognor Kite
Festival!

Courtney & Lynn
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If you want a magazine then please give me something to work with.

Layer Marney kite workshop 1st September
Well, I thought things were going too well over breakfast, materials had been put in the car the night
before in order that we could get away early, the picnic lunch was prepared and we set off. So far so
good. Traffic on the M11 was light and things were going well until ... I remembered that I had left the
two display boards in the garage (silent naughty words to myself). A quick chat to my navigator, no,
not the satnav but my good lady of many years and the decision was made to exit at Bishop's
Stortford and drive home to get them, after all we thought, if we are to be in a new location, we need
the display boards to guide the public toward us. Task completed, we set off again northwards on the
motorway eventually arriving at our venue at about 10.45am.
We were informed in advance that the Long Gallery would be taken up by an astronomy group and
would be using it for their pop-up Planetarium and we would be in the barn. We found and looked in
the barn to be faced with an uneven floor, various items of farm machinery, bales of hay, nothing in
the way of lighting and the usual odour of farms. This did not seem ideal and as we were looking for
the lady of the house, she found us and ushered us to an annexe of the Long Gallery which had a
sunny outlook, light and airy and though small, was certainly superior to the barn.
While the lady of the house was erecting another table for us, we unloaded the car and dragged the
loaded trolley over the loose gravel car park, through the courtyard and into our home for the day.
Vernon put out the signs while Margaret began sorting the boxes, but before we had a chance to
catch our breath, there was a queue of mums and dads with their offspring, all wanting to make a
kite. The kites however were ready made due to the fact that Margaret & I were the only ones on
duty. However, the children were shown the coloured pens and were left to decorate (sometimes
with mum's help) their kites after which time we tied the line on and gave them a quick two minute
seminar on how to fly a kite.
Round about 1.30pm there was a lull in customers so we thought that it must be lunchtime but as we
took the first bite of our cheese rolls and poured our coffee, we had another influx of children and this
quiet/busy time continued leaving us having the last bite of our rolls at about 3.30pm.
And so, after a very successful day where we sold out of my ready made kites, leaving me to make
extras on site, we had the final two cakes in the café, packed the car and made for home at about
5.15pm.
As to our finances, I guess all will be revealed by the new treasurer at the AGM next year. But having
had a quick look at the bank deposit slips, I can but say that if we add the income from the Loughton
Fun day and Layer Marney, this almost matches the income from membership fees.

Vernon & Margaret
Maurice, A note from Jane - continued from page 3
I do not personally know everyone in the Kite Group, but I want to say Thank You to everyone who
has known my Mum and Dad, for all of your support and friendship over the years.
In many ways you have all been there when times have been difficult, especially when my Mum
Glenda passed away, you all helped support my Dad with being involved in the Kite Group.
Last week I handed the treasurer paperwork over to Vernon and I can honestly say it was very
sad to be handing it to someone else. It sounds silly but it is like saying goodbye to an old friend. I
will continue from time to time to come to the kite group meetings. It will never be the same for me
as I am so used to seeing my Dad there, but to never come again, it is not something I would like
to walk away from.
I would like to say thank you for your donations to my Dads Funeral and those who attended my
dad’s funeral. I would also like to say to Tony, thank you for bringing a kite, it was so nice, and this
was a lovely touch, which my Dad would have enjoyed.

Jane, Maurice and Glenda’s Daughter. 12.9.19

Thanks to those members who have submitted articles

7

Ernie's Travels aka where my caravan has rested
Berck-Sur-Mer 6th - 14th April
Once again Sandra & I made the trip with the caravan to Berck but making the trip on our own this time
and not with Guy Reynolds. Fortunately, he did arrive later in the day and parked up next to us which
was great as we had good company all week and he had a cabin we could share to store the kites on
the beach.
The weather was not as good as last year, extremely cold with a frost on some mornings and wet all day
Tuesday but the show has to go on and we were expected to fly every day.
Unfortunately, Sandra was not feeling well and attending the flying arena was a challenge. She stayed in
the caravan until later and went back early as the disadvantage with Berck is that the flying arena is quite
a walk from the caravan parking site and uphill.
However, flying was good on most days and some fabulous displ- A large Blue Ray
ays were put on. In the arena next door, the Alfasi team from Kuwait named Blue Pearl
flew Blue Ray the world's largest Ray kite on several days when the
wind was light enough and I had the pleasure of assisting with the
launch hanging on to one of the wing control lines along with a
dozen others until the kite was fully filled and stable.
Huge Peter Lynn & Rolf Zimmerman design inflatables adorned the
skies as they do at most festivals with less commercial displays
from French designer John Paul with his millennium falcon and
nautilus. Michal Gressier with his fabulous painted bols and of
course Guy Reynolds with his comic book super heroes.
This festival is the largest I have had the pleasure of attending and lasts 9 days with everyday, even
midweek full of spectators. The promenade is about a mile in
length and packed out with people. Six arenas spread along the
beach and separate the displays from large and small, multi-line
teams and individuals performing ballets and trick flying. The wind
gardens are particularly attractive and the night fly on the last
Saturday was really spectacular.
Unfortunately, our trip home was marred by having a BMW role
into the back of the caravan while stationary on the A2 while the
road was temporarily closed. This led to repairs requiring a new
back panel with a 10-week lead time.
Temporary repairs made to the caravan with self-tapping screws
and gaffer tape got us ready for our next festival which was to be
at Bridlington.

Bridlington. 18th &19th May
As with these early festivals the weather can be unpredictable and at this time of the year the east coast
can be affected by sea fret and for those not accustomed to this term, this is thick very cold fog which
rolls in off the sea. A mile inland bright sunshine, on the cliffs, visibility virtually nil. We had this on the
Saturday morning so kiting was delayed as regulations say kites must be visible at all times. Up to lunch
time the treetops were invisible but as the fret thinned, flying was
possible and the multi-liners could perform to their music. The
single line displays were limited as the lifters kept disappearing into
the cloud.
Sunday was better but the wind was a problem, not enough and
variable, but we persevered and we had some kites in the air.
The site on Sowerby cliffs is super, about a mile from Bridlington
town & harbour with a choice of a cliff top train or a pleasant walk so
the festival is well attended by the public. The council also mow the
whole area to a cricket outfield standard which makes walking and
flying easy.
An excellent weekend and look forward to next year.
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We need more members at meetings.

Our next festival invite was Bedford where we met up with Vernon & Margaret and I believe Vernon is
posting an article on the festival.
I will however mention that the weekend was great meeting up with international kite flyers, Bernhard
Dingworth being one of them whom I had not seen for a few years and it was great to chat with him
again exchanging ideas and tips.
From a flying point of view, it is difficult with a small arena surrounded by mature trees and stalls in a
complete circle blocking off the wind so the ground wind to launch is limited and getting enough lift to
clear the trees can be a challenge. Ultralight lifters are required to get airborne but the winds are
everywhere due to the trees. Stick kites are the flavour of the day and require to be flown from hand
However if invited next year I will gladly accept.
Next trip away, I call my Northern tour taking the repaired caravan for a 3 week trip up to the
Lancashire and Cumbria coast. First stop St Anne's

St. Anne's 9th - 11th August
St Anne’s, I believe is currently the best festival in the uk. Unfortunately, it clashed with Portsmouth this
year as St Anne's is one of those which move every year due to the tides as the festival takes place on
the beach.
We booked to camp for a week however the forecast was not
good. Wet and building up to 40-50mph winds for the festival.
Unfortunately, on the Wednesday we were informed the festival
was cancelled due to the high wind forecast. However, the flyers
party and meal would still go ahead which was something to look
forward to.
The week in the caravan was not pleasant with heavy rains & high
winds making it more like being in a trawler than a caravan but
better than in a tent as two on the site suffered broken spars and
partial collapse.
On the days of the festival the beach passes were still valid so
some flyers gave it a go including the French AWITA team, Peter
Lynn, Andrew Beattie and the Alfasi Kuwait team along with a few NKG flyers. I gave Sandra a lift to
town and had a chat on the beach with some of the flyers and decided to have a go after lunch but then
the heavens opened again so decided to give it a miss and keep my kites dry for the next festival.
The good news was that they were able to reschedule the festival for four weeks time on the next
suitable tide but unfortunately I will not be able to attend as I will
be at Cleethorpes.
So we move on from what was the best festival not to happen and
on to Harrington, a small town South of Workington.

Harrington Festival 17th 18th August
The flying field is alongside
the small harbour and
extends south forming the
sea defences so you are
exposed to the westerly winds
across the Solway, perfect The clouds and rough sea give a
unless the winds are again up true indication of the weather.
to 40mph and that is what we Not really the weather for kites.
got but the festival carried on
and we flew although it was a
limited display (rather like the Red Arrows in low cloud. Ed).
Saturday, I managed a limited Koi display until my lifter tangled
and suffered damage, I reverted to a 36 & 24 power sled but
neither were stable enough to support the Koi fish so reverted to a
ground display of the pink pigs and polar bears which was much
appreciated by the younger children and adults. Sunday, I tried
my repaired lifter but the wind was too strong so reverted to the
ground display again. The sun had shown itself earlier but the sky
was turning very dark so we started to clear up but not quick
enough as the heavens opened and wet kites were packed away for the next part of our trip.

Continued on back page
If we don't have a Spring magazine, please remember your annual membership expires 30.3.20
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EKG Meetings / Kite Festivals Autumn / Early Winter 2019 / 2020
29th September

IG7 4QW

13th October

Hainault Country Park
Hylands Park - One Sky One World

CM2 8QW

27th October

Wick Country Park

SS12 9PG

10th November

Hornchurch Country Park

RM12 6TS

17th November

Hylands Park

CM2 8QW

1st December

EKG Xmas party, Wick Country Park

SS12 9GP

15th December

Hainault Country Park

IG7 4QW

1st January 2020

New years day fly-in, Hylands Park

CM2 8QW

This was a new festival
supported by the council to
promote the area. Not only
were there kites but also hot
air balloons, light shows,
pyrotechnic show, all types of
music, street art and
marching
bands.
An
excellent effort by the
promoters to promote the
arts in the area but as an
invited flyer I saw only what
was on the beach and a great
display was put on by the
flyers even though the winds
were restricting the display,
too much wind on the
Saturday and too little on the
Sunday.
The beach was closed off and a no go area for the general public which ensured safety for the
thousands of spectators who gathered along the promenade. I set up a ground display with the pigs
and polar bears which attracted a lot of attention from the children and families. Sandra being
seated close to them spent quite a time chatting and answering questions regarding the kites and
displays
An interesting and one-off kite from my point of view was a box kite commissioned for the event to
advertise DFDS ferries a major sponsor of the event. It was in the shape of a ferry and about eight
metres long and was constructed by Skybums. It flew in both heavy winds on Saturday and the light
winds on Sunday.
I thoroughly enjoyed the weekend and hope to be invited again should the festival continue next
year. Ernie W.
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EKG CONTACT INFORMATION
Due to the new Data Protection Rules that are now in force, it has been necessary to remove
all personal details from this magazine. However, you can still get in touch with us via our
website as follows:


Membership Secretary via the JOIN US link.
General Secretary via the CONTACT US link.

Magazine Editor via the KITE WINGS link.
Thank you on behalf of Essex Kite Group ... www.essexkitegroup.co.uk

